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This internaiional Search Repart has not been established in respect of certain claims under Asticle 17{2){a) for the following reasons:

1. ]_ZI Claims Nas.: 131-145
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2. [X] ctaims Nos.: 23-130
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3. D Claims Nos.:
because they are dependent claims and are not drafted in accordance with the second and third sentences of Rule 6.4{a).

Box !l Chservations where unity of invention is lacking (Continuation of item 2 of first sheet)

Thig International Searching Autherity found multiple inventions in this international application, as follows:
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. Az all required addifional search fees were timely paid by the applicant, tis International Search Report covers ail
searcheble claims.
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3. As only same of the required additional search fees were timely paid by the applcant, this International Search Report
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intermational Apploation No, PCTHS 03 43752

FURTHER INFORMATION CONTINUED FRGM  PCTASA! 210

Continuation of Box [.1

Claims Nos.: 131-14%

Rule 39.1(iv} PCT - Method for treatment of the human or animal body by
surgery.

Comprising the highly invasive step of "introducing the patch into the
patient” (eg laparoscopicaily through the defect - see claim 132), the
methad of repairing an existing or potential tissue or muscle wall defect
of claim 131 is c¢learly a method for treatment of the 1iving human or
animal body by surgery that does not require Intrenational Preliminary
Examination. Consequently, no examination 1s carried out, neither for
ciaim 131 nor for the dependent ciaims 132-145,

Continuation of Box [.2

Claims Nos.: 23-~13D

In view of the large number of 7 independent ciaims and also the wording
of the claims presently on file, which render it difficult, if not
impossible, to defermine the matfer for which protection is sought, the
present application fails to comply with the clarity and conciseness
requirements of Article & PCT ‘see also Rule 6.1{a) FCT! to such an
extent that a meaningful search is impossible. Consequently, the search
has been carried out for those parts of the application which do appear
to be clear (and concise), namely claims 1-22.

The applicant’s attention 1s drawn to the fact that claims, or parts of
claims, relating to inventions in respect of which no international
search report has been established need not be the subject of an
international preliminary examination (Rule 66.1(e) PCT). The applicant
is advised that the EPO policy when acting as an Infernational
Pretiminary Examining Authority is normally not to carry aut a
preliminary examination on matier which has not been searched. This is
the case irrespective of whether or not the ciaims are amended following
receipt of the search report or during any Chapter II procedure.
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